Toward an accountability framework for Canadian healthcare.
State-funded healthcare systems increasingly recognize accountability as an important public policy issue. This article explores significant aspects of current theory and practice in order to describe an accountability framework for the Canadian health system. Stakeholders include governments, institutions, providers and patients. Their relationships may be framed in constitutional, political, financial, managerial, clinical or ethical terms. The specific processes and instruments to operationalize accountability depend on the terms by which it is framed.